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All the people in the world today are part of a 
species called “Homo Sapiens”. Neanderthals were a 
di�erent type of person who lived thousands of 
years ago at the same time as early Homo Sapiens. 
We are not descended from Neanderthals, but we 
do share a common ancestor so they are part of our 
family tree!

We know about Neanderthals because 
archaeologists have found bones and other remains 
buried in the ground. From this evidence we know 
that they were just as clever as Homo Sapiens in 
many ways, using tools, speaking a language and 
living in communities, but they all died out between 
35,000 and 30,000 years ago.
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Nobody is really sure why 
Neanderthals died out. 
Here are two theories.

Where are they now?
Our ancestors 
chased them from 
the places they 
lived and killed 
them.

? Climate change destroyed 
their habitat and made food 
harder to �nd. Their bodies 
were not as good at working 
in a warmer climate.

Neanderthals extinct 35,000 - 30,000 years ago

?
What’s

your
theory?

Almost Human
Neanderthals were di�erent from us in a number of ways. They had 
shorter, stronger bodies and thicker bones. Their faces were di�erent to 
ours and they had larger brains. Because they had thicker, more hairy 
bodies, Neanderthals were better adapted to living in a cold climate and 
for this reason they mostly lived in Northern Europe and Britain.

Neanderthals get their name because the �rst bones of their species were 
found in the Neander valley in Germany. Scientists have worked out that 
most modern humans have a small amount of Neanderthal DNA.
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